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THERE is no better instance of the fact that books
will not live by good works alone than is offered by
the utterly neglected heroic novels of the seventeenth
century. At the opening of the reign of Louis XIV.
in France, several writers, in the general dearth of
prose fiction, began to supply the public in Paris
with a series of long romances, which for at least a
generation absorbed the attention of the ladies and
reigned unopposed in every boudoir. I wonder
whether my lady readers have ever attempted to
realise how their sisters of two hundred years ago
spent their time ? In an English country-house of
1650, there were no magazines, no newspapers, no
lawn tennis or croquet, no afternoon-teas or glee-
concerts, no mothers' meetings or zenana missions,
no free social intercourse with neighbours, none of
the thousand and one agreeable diversions with
which the life of a modern girl is diversified. On the
other hand, the ladies of the house had their needle-
work to attend to, they had to " stitch in a clout/'
as it was called; they had to attend to the duties of
a housekeeper, and, when the sun shone, they tended